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Music for a Distance is the second release in the small music series.  The title 
of the work in relation to the cover images (abstract photographs of Julius’ 
wife resembling landscapes merging into a distant horizon) suggests a work 
of uncommon poetic perception and inspiration.  With the opening track 
"Music for a Distance," Julius achieves a sensitive balance of unpredictability 
and deliberate design, at times resembling a symphony of insects, complete 
with crickets and cicadas and rustling leaves.  Listening closely, you can hear 
old fractured melodies float by only to be hidden again under a thunderous 
sky and rain. 

“Music for a Distance” began as a 2003 live performance of “Musik für eine 
weite Ebene” (Music for a Wide Plain) at the Donaueschinger Musiktage in 
Germany.  Over the next 6 years Julius continued to refine the piece in the 
studio, in addition to live performances of the piece in Europe, Asia, and 
North America.

The dense and nocturnal closing track, “Music in a Corner” was composed for 
an installation at MoMA PS1 in New York in 1983.  Though different in 
proportion and point of view, it nevertheless captures the stillness of the 
horizon that would inspire “Music for a Distance” many years later. 
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SELLING POINTS
•  Julius' pioneering work “Dike Line” (1979), was presented 
at the ground breaking collective exhibition  “Fϋr Augen Und 
Ohren” in 1980, together with works by John Cage, Nam June 
Paik, Joe Jones, Bill Fontana, Harry Bertoia, and David 
Tudor.

•  Julius's works have since been shown in countless major 
exhibitions and important musuems around the world, such 
as New York's PS1 (1983), the 1985 Paris Biennial, 
documenta 8, Kassel (1987), the Hamburger Banhof, Berlin 
(1998), Pittsburgh's Mattress Factory (2001), the Centre 
Pompidou, Paris ( 2004), the two editions of Sonambiente, 
Berlin (in 1996 and 2006), Museum Bochum (2006), National 
Museum for Modern Art,  Japan (2007), as well as in various 
galleries and non-profit spaces in Berlin, Paris, Tokyo, 
Bordeaux, San Francisco, Montpellier and Barcelona.  

•  In 2005, in Berlin, Julius was awarded the prestigious 
Hannah-Höch-Preis for an outstanding artistic life's work.

•  A selection from Julius’ Music for the Ears (WV75) was 
featured on the popular NPR show Radio Lab.

PRESS QUOTES
 
"For the past 30 years, Julius's minimal pieces, 
which have made him one of the leading expone-
nents of comtempoary sound art, have been 
teasing out connections between sound and 
visuals"  – Wire

“...brilliantly realized and engrossing pieces of 
music,...”  – Other Music

“I feel that the "unintentional space" which Julius 
creates carries me back to an almost forgotten 
east Asian sensibility". – Akio Suzuki

“...highly recommended !!!”
– Keith Fullerton Whitman, Mimaroglu

“Music For The Ears manifests like a sudden, unex-
pected reward after a whole day unsuccessfully spent 
in search of rational stillness...truly one of a kind...”
– Temporary Fault

“......very much alive and vibrant. Excellent music. This 
is the earliest Rolf Julius recording, from 1979 and the 
start of a great career.”  – Vital Weekly
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